BEGINNING PORTUGUESE
YAMADA SELF-STUDY COURSE
SPRING 2005

Kinsey Swartz
Tel: 6-9346
E-mail: tvindy@oddpost.com
Office Hours: No office (But you can call or e-mail me.)
Class Schedule:Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm in Room 115

Course Description:
	This course provides an introduction to the Portuguese language with an emphasis on Brazilian Portuguese. Students will be introduced in class to common grammatical structures, the pronunciation system, and basic vocabulary. This material will be used as the basis for developing beginning proficiency in the areas of reading, writing, listening comprehension and speaking. By the end of the quarter, it is hoped that the students will have acquired a strong foundation in the language upon which to build.
	Because this is a self-study course, students are encouraged to be proactive in choosing the direction of their studies beyond the basic language skills elaborated in class and to share their areas of interest with their classmates through presentations and entries to the class blog. They are also welcome to suggest additional class activities and areas of study.

Attendance:
	Regular attendance is vital for success in the class and is required in order to pass. Attendance records will be the most important factor considered in determining a student's final grade (pass or F). No more than four one-hour classes may be missed, but students should plan on attending every class. If a class is missed, (s)he is still responsible for the material covered and must take and pass an in-class quiz. Students with perfect attendance will never be required to take tests or quizzes.

Assignments:
	Students are responsible for completing three assignments: an in-class presentation, participation in the class blog, and the group project.

	Presentation: Each student will have the opportunity to do an informal fifteen-minute presentation on an area of interest pertaining either to the Portuguese language or to an aspect of the culture of a Portuguese-speaking country or community. An oral book report on a Brazilian novel is a possible option. The presentation may be done in English.

	Class Blog: Each student is expected to contribute to the class blog at least twice during the term and to read the entries by the other students. Posts need not be long or formal, and they can be about anything relating to Portuguese, related culture, history, upcoming events and our class.

	Group Project: On June 3 between 3 and 6 pm, each Yamada class is required to perform a presentation to the other classes of ten to fifteen minutes in length. It should relate to and incorporate Portuguese and reflect some of what is covered in class. Every student is required to take part. Examples of past projects are skits, games that involve the audience, songs, and even simple grammar lessons.

Texts:
	No books are required for the course, however the following are recommended:

Perini, M. A. (2002). Modern Portuguese: A reference grammar. Harrisonburg, VA: R R Donnelley and Sons.

Harper Collins (1993). Collins gem Portuguese dictionary: English Portuguese/Portuguese 	English. Harper Collins.

